The Reign of Terror
The brutal and unusual project of burning this poor
woman within a few hours of her sentence shocked some of
the cathedral dignitaries to such a degree that they took the
brave course of visiting the judges' lodgings and expressing
their views to the Lord Chief Justice. If he really intended
to carry out his judgment it is clear he must have privately
notified the Sheriff and Mr Ketch before the trial, as these
ceremonies cannot be adequately staged at a few hours'
notice. Maybe it was only a cruel bluff to endeavour to
obtain information, but none came, Alice Lisle made no
use of her pen, ink and paper, and the Chief graciously
adjourned her execution until Wednesday, The judges and
the Bar then left the city.
Alice Lisle made no appeal to the King for mercy, but
she signed a petition in which, on the ground that she was
" descended of an antient and honourable family, and related
to several of the best families of the nobility of this king-
dom,3' she asked that her execution might be altered from
burning to beheading. Her friends, Lady St John and Lady
Abergavenny, wrote to Lord Clarendon assuring him of
her loyalty and asking him to intercede with the King. But
these prayers were useless, and His Majesty's reply was that
he had left the matter in the hands of Jeffreys, but if the
lawyers could find a precedent he would allow the lady to
be beheaded instead of being burned, but that " he would
not reprieve her one day."
So on Wednesday morning, a scaffold having been erected
in Winchester Market-place, Alice Lisle was brought out
and beheaded among a sorrowing crowd of her friends and
neighbours. What she said about her trial, in a last message
! written the day before her execution, is not without interest*
" I have been told that the court ought to be counsel for the
prisoner, instead of which there was evidence given from
thence ; which though it were but hearsay, might possibly
affect my jury. My defence was such as might be expected
from a weak woman: but such as it was I did not hear it
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